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The Communities of  St Patrick’s East Gosford, 
St Francis of Assisi Somersby & Holy Trinity Spencer 

N e i g h b o u r ho o ds  o f  G r a c e ,  e n t r us t e d  t o  t he 
c a r e  o f  t he  S a l va t o r i a ns .

Gosford Parish

FR FRANCIS JORDAN SDS
“We want to contemplate your example, 
(assimilate your ways) and heed your gentle 
voice.” 

MM Our Exemplar 1870 in Poems.

POPE FRANCIS’ 
DECEMBER 2021 

INTENTION
F o r  v o l u n t e e r  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s
W e  p r a y  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r  n o n - p r o f i t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  h u m a n 

d e v e l o p m e n t  f i n d  p e o p l e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e 
c o m m o n  g o o d  a n d  c e a s e l e s s l y  s e e k  o u t 

n e w  p a t h s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n . 

St Patrick's Gosford 
year of 

Community

Matthew 18:20

For where two or three gather in
my name, 

there am I with them.

THE ESSENCE OF COMMUNITY
When people were nearby lepers were to say, “Unclean, unclean.” 
The leper shouldn’t even have been in the village that day when 
Jesus came. Even when he approached Jesus the leper kept his 
distance. Jesus had to stretch out his hand to touch him when 
curing him. The man was not as courageous as the hemorrhaging 
woman who touched Jesus’ clothes (Mark 5:27). When Jesus 
healed the leper, Jesus not only healed his illness but restored 
him to his community and family once again.

We are meant for community, we are not meant for isolation. 
When Paul was wandering around Corinth he saw the pagan 
shrine to Asklepios, the pagan god of healing, and saw depictions 
of body parts on the wall that had been healed, an arm, a leg 
and so on. You might ask how could there be healings in a pagan 
shrine. An engineer by the name of Vitruvius, a contemporary of 
Jesus, has left us descriptions of these healing shrines and said 
you need two things for them - clean air and pure water - and if 
you provide these most people will be healed and you can give 
the credit to the god. As Paul wandered around this pagan shrine 
in Corinth, he obviously saw that a hand on its own looks weird, 
a leg on its own looks weird so Paul wrote in 1 Cor 12:14:ff “Nor 
is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. If the 
foot were to say, “I am not a hand and so I do not belong to the 
body” would that mean that it stopped being part of the body? If 
the ear were to say “I am not an eye and so I do not belong to the 
body,” would that mean that it was not a part of the body?…God 
has put all the separate parts into the body on purpose…Now you 
together are Christ’s body, but each of you is a different part of it.”

We have been created for community and are called to live our 
faith in and with a community. Isolation and independence is a 
contradiction to Christianity. Every Sunday when we celebrate 
the Eucharist we celebrate as a community. Paul said to the 

Corinthians, “We though many form one single body.” (1 Cor 
10:17) In community we are to make Christ real. Love is to be 
the characteristic of the Christian community. As Paul said to the 
Corinthians, “if I give away everything but am without love, it will 
do me no good whatever.” (1 Cor 13:3) Jesus said, “By this will all 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.” 
(John 13:35). That is why Paul could say in our second reading 
today, “Take me for your model as I take Christ.” (1 Cor 11:1) 
Everyone in the community is to reflect Christ. The Eucharistic 
Acclamation in our Mass today is, “When we eat this bread and 
drink this cup we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come 
in glory.” That is also what Paul wrote the Corinthians (1 Cor 
11:27). How can we say that when we gather for the Eucharist 
we proclaim Jesus’ death? When we gather for the Eucharist it is 
to be an act of love, reflecting the love in the community, because 
everyone in the community is to reflect Christ. If we gather for 
the Eucharist but do not love each other, our Eucharist is a sham.

Jesus healed the leprous man and restored him to community. 
We have been created for community and are called to live our 
faith in and with a community. “We though many form one single 
body,” and “by this will all know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love one for another.”

Copyright © Fr. Tommy Lane 2003

This homily was delivered in a parish in Ireland.

https://www.frtommylane.com/homilies/year_b/06.htm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
JAIMI-LEA ANDREWS WHO 
CELEBRATED HER BIRTHDAY 

ON THE 1ST DECEMBER

“All people shall see the salvation of God.“All people shall see the salvation of God.””

https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.sds.org.au/
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.frtommylane.com/homilies/year_b/06.htm


ST PATRICK’S PARISH GOSFORD
PASTORAL CARE 
F r  G rze g o rz  [ G re g ]  S ku l s k i  S D S
Parish Priest 
Email: greg@sds.org.au
F r  Pa u l  Tra n  S D S
Assistant Priest
email: paulduongsds@gmail.com
SALVATORIANS
Society of the Divine Saviour

http://www.sds.org.au 
PARISH OFFICE
S e c re t a r y : 
C o l l e e n  K i r kMon – Thurs: 8:30am – 4:30pm 
Friday  8:30am – 1:00pm
B u rs a r :  Darren F i tzgibbon
S a c ra m e n t a l  P ro g ra m m e  
C o o rd i n a t o r :  Frances Mathey 
Email: franceshanna@yahoo.com
C a t e c h i s t s ’  C o o rd i n a t o r :  Raelene O’Connor 
Email: saintpatsccd@acs.net.au 
Wed: 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Thurs: 9:30am – 1:30pm
Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y :  Jaimi-Lea Andrews

Ph: 0452 480 112          Email: jaimilea.andrews@gmail.com
M e d i a  C o o rd i n a t o r :   To m  C ro l l
Thursday: 9:00am – 2:00pm 
Email: tcroll@photom.com.au 
Phone:  0411– 962 122.

VOLUNTEER ROLES
O f f i c e  A d m i n :  D e n i s e  J a y 
Friday: 9:00am – 3:30pm
AV  P re s e n t a t i o n :  Peter McLean  
 Greg McBride
C a re t a ke rs :  Ron Begg, Chr is   
 Galea & Tim Mara
B a p t i s m  C o - o rd i n a t o r :  Mais ie Tenev
Al l  bookings must be made  Ph: 0416 803 334
through the par ish of f ice.
G a rd e n e rs :  Trevor Byrne 
 Joyce Byrne  
 Victor Cami l ler i
 Anthony Vassal lo
S e n i o rs ’  M i n i s t r y :  Barbara McCarthy
 Ph: 4322 0250
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Hilary Pope 
If you see any activities involving children or vulnerable 
adults that worries you, please email Hilary Pope, our 
Safeguarding Officer at hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au

Te l :  4 325 – 104 2  ◊  e m a i l :  p a t s g o s @ a c s . n e t . a u  ◊  We b :  w w w. b b c a t ho l i c . o rg . a u / g o s f o rd

S c ho o l  P r i n c i p a l s
St Patrick’s Primary: Mrs Cheryl Walsh 4325 1159
St Joseph’s College: Mr Tony McCudden 4324 4022
St Edwards College: Mr Mark Bonnici 4321 6400
St Peter’s College: Mr Tim Hilderbrandt 43512344

CHURCH OPEN DAILY 8:30AM – 4:30PM.
STANDARD WEEKDAY MASSES

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Mon: 9:00am Wed: 11:30am Fri: 12:00pm

Tue: 9:00am Thu: 9:00am Sat: 9:00am

Adoration and Confession 30 minutes before each weekday Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES INCL CONFESSION 30 BEFORE EACH MASS 

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Sat Vigil: 5:00pm Sun: 7:30am, 9:30am & 6:00pm

SOMERSBY, 30 LUTANA RD SPENCER, 4,200 WISEMANS FERRY RD

Sat Vigil:  5:30pm 4:00pm 2nd Saturday of Month

ADORATION IN OUR CHURCH
Before the Blessed Sacrament

Mon 8:30 - 9:00am Wed 11:00 - 11:30am Fri 12:30 - 3:00pm

Tue 8:30 - 9:00am Thu 8:30 - 9:00am Sat 8:30 - 9:00am

ROSARY
Mon, & Thu 8:05am to 9:00am

Tuesday 8:05am “Right to Life”

Wednesday 10:30am to 11:00am

Fridays 11:35am to 12:00pm

Saturday 8:05am until 9:00am: 1st Priests & Religious 
 2nd Mothers & Babies 
 3rd Persecuted Christians

Sunday 7:05am

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL, AT THE ADMIN 
CENTRE, CHAPEL LANE

Mon to Thu:                  8:30am to 3:30pm Fri: 9:00am to 3:30pm

ST PATRICK’S GROUPS MEETINGS
Cancer Prayer 
Group

After 9:00am Mass, 4th Tuesday of the Month, 
in the Jordan room.

Craft Group 9:30am to 12:00pm Every Friday of School Terms

Grief & Loss 
Support

2:00pm 1st Thursday of the month, in the 
Jordan room.

MenAlive 7:00pm 1st Tuesday of the month.  Mass 
followed by meeting in the Jordan room.

Prayers for 
Christian Unity

9:30am 3rd Monday of the Month

Prayer Group DVDs 9:30am 1st Monday of the Month

Prayer Group & 
Bible Discussion

9:30am 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of the Month

Bible Study - 
Monday night

7:00pm to 9:00pm Monday, in the Jordan Room, 
all are welcome!

Salvatorian 
Collaborators

After 9:00am Mass, 1st Thursday of the month, 
in the Jordan room.

Womens Faith 
Circle

2nd and 4th Thursday of the Month in the 
Jordan Room 9:00am to 11:00am
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP STANDARDS

LEADERSHIP, MONITORING & IMPROVEMENT
Standard 1 – Committed leaderShip, governanCe & Culture

Key elements of standard 1:
 ✞ a Commitment to safeguarding
 ✞ Promoting a safeguarding Culture
 ✞ safeguarding PoliCies
 ✞ Code of ConduCt

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Hilary Pope

If you see any activities involving children or 
vulnerable adults that concerns you, please email 
Hilary Pope, our Safeguarding Officer at 
hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au
CLICK HERE TO VIEW OR DOWNLOAD OUR DIOCESAN 
COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING

Hilary Pope

Safeguarding Officer at St Patrick’s Church

AS SOON AS 
INFORMATION 

BECOMES AVAILABLE 
WE WILL NOTIFY 

EVERYONE REGARDING 
THE RESTARTING OF 

GROUP GATHERINGS

https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
http://www.bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/Images/UserUploadedImages/1072/ILoad11391___Source.jpg
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/Images/UserUploadedImages/1072/ILoad11391___Source.jpg
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SPECIAL NOTICE FOR SPENCER 
PARISHIONERS

DECEMBER MASS AT SPENCER WILL BE 
ON 18TH DECEMBER, NOT THE USUSAL 
2ND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
ADVENT REFLECTION GROUP 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN 
SEMINARIAN HUY 
For a reflection and prayer in the Jordan 
Room, every Wednesday at 10am during 
Advent Session. Due to Govt COVID 
rules only fully Vaccinated can attend.

THANK YOU FR BRENDAN 
It is always nice to have new people in our community, but 
it’s particularly nice to have a priest visit and help out with 
our parish.
Until we see you again, good luck with your discernment 
and may the Lord be with you always.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:
ST PATRICK’S GOSFORD
Fri 24th  5:00 pm (Family), 
  9:00 pm (Youth), 
Sat 25th  Midnight Mass, 
  7:30 am, 
  9:00 am – will also be live-streamed.
  10:30am 
 (Note: No evening Mass on Christmas Day)

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI SOMERSBY
Fri  5:00 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
  (Note no Sat Vigil Mass )

CENTRAL COAST PASTORAL 
DISCERNMENT PROJECT 

On the 31st of October, Bishop Anthony launched the 
Central Coast Pastoral Discernment Project at St Patrick’s. 
As the Chairperson of our Parish Pastoral Council, Fr Greg 
has invited me to facilitate the St Patrick’s consultation 
process. 
Fr Greg and I invite you to learn about the project through 
the following opportunities. 
The first is to watch the project video which can be found 
via the following link. 
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/our-faith/pastoral-
discernment-central-coast
You can also find printed copies of the project’s promotional 
brochure on the welcome desk in the Church foyer, as well 
as on the project webpage. 
Our final suggestion is to read Bishop Anthony’s Pastoral 
Letter, see link below. This letter outlines Bishop Anthony’s 
six key pastoral priorities for our Diocese, which the project 
aligns to. 
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/ArticleDocuments/12608/
PASTORAL%20LETTER%202020_LORES.pdf.aspx
We are planning to meet with interested parishioners, 
either on zoom or face to face, depending on restrictions 
after the Christmas holiday period, where I look forward 
to facilitating this exciting new initiative in our community.
God Bless, – Scott Beattie

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION
As is our custom at St Patrick’s Parish we will host the 2nd 
Rite of Reconciliation in our Parish Church. Priests from 
the parishes of Wyoming, Terrigal and Woy Woy will be in 
attendance along with Fr Greg.
Gosford  Tue 14 December 7:00 pm
The other close by churches will host on: 
Wyoming Wed 15 December 7:30 pm
Terrigal  Thu 16 December 7:00 pm
Woy Woy Fri 17 December 7:00 pm

MenAlive FINAL 2021 MEETING!

You are invited to our final meeting for 2021

We will meet in the Jordan room 

on Tuesday, December 7th at 7pm.

Hope to see you there..  Come and Join us!

NEW MASS TIMES ON SUNDAYS
FROM THIS SUNDAY, 5TH DECEMBER 2021.  

We will be moving back to our normal two Masses 
on Sunday mornings at 7.30am and 9.30am. 

SUNDAY MASSES
SATURDAY VIGIL 

SPENCER 4:00 PM (2ND SAT OF MTH)
Note: Next month only, Spence Mass will be on 18th December

GOSFORD 5:00 PM 
SOMERSBY 5:30 PM

SUNDAY AT GOSFORD 
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM 

6:00 PM YOUTH MASS

WEEKDAY MASSES AT GOSFORD
 MONDAY  9.00 AM
 TUESDAY 9.00 AM
 WEDNESDAY 11.30 AM
 THURSDAY 9.00 AM
 FRIDAY 12.00 PM
 SATURDAY 9.00 AM

CHRISTMAS CAKES ON SALE
THIS SUNDAY AT ALL MASSES

CHRISTMAS CAKES AND MORE ON SALE TODAY

We would like to thank Lucy Price for her annual donation of home 
made Christmas Cakes, and Eunice Dal Busco for her contributions of 
Christmas Cakes, 
Rocky-Road, Ginger 
Bread Biscuits and 
Christmas tea towels, 
all for sale today for 
the financial benefit of 
our parish.  In general, 
we thank anyone for 
their contributions this 
weekend of their time 
or home-made goodies 
– we’d hate miss 
thanking someone as we have such a generous parish!

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/our-faith/pastoral-discernment-central-coast
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/our-faith/pastoral-discernment-central-coast
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/ArticleDocuments/12608/PASTORAL%20LETTER%202020_LORES.pdf.aspx
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/ArticleDocuments/12608/PASTORAL%20LETTER%202020_LORES.pdf.aspx
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VOLUNTEERS MASS OF THANKSGIVING
OUR PARISH THANKS ALL OUR 
VOLUNTEERS – SAT 18 DECEMBER 9 AM
Fr Greg would like to invite all volunteers to a Mass to 
celebrate our volunteers and the thank them for their 
efforts throughout the year.
Please join with us for this wonderful celebration of our 
St Patrick’s community. Cuppa afterwards if restrictions allow. 

HAPPY 55TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
John & Ros Moriarty 
celebrated their 55th 
Wedding anniversary 
on November 26.  They 
married at St Therese’s 
Lakemba.
Please join with us to wish 
them many more years of 
wedded bliss, peace and 
happiness together.

ADVENT 1:23
YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN AN 
ADVENT 1:23 CARD AT LAST WEEKEND’S 
MASSES.

THIS IS A DIOCESAN INITIATIVE AROUND 
PRAYER, INVITATION AND WELCOMING AT 
CHRISTMAS.  
Now, You are also given the opportunity to nominate people 
for whom you would like prayers and those completed 
cards may be dropped into the basket on the sanctuary 
and prayers will be offered at Masses during Advent. 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS

PICNIC

ST PATRICK'S PARISH INVITES YOU TO

S T A R T S  W I T H  F AM I L Y  M A S S  F O L L OW E D  B Y  B Y O  P I C N I C  

S U N D A Y ,  D E C  1 9    1 2 : 3 0  P M

ST  FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI  CENTRE

30  LUTANA ROAD ,  SOMERSBY  NSW  2250

GOSFORD.FAMIL IES@GMAIL .COM

ATTRACT IONS

FOR CH I LDREN 

ENJOY THE SOUND OF CHR I STMAS CAROLS

BR ING YOUR FAMI LY , FOOD AND P I CN I C GEAR

FOR A DAY FUL L  OF MERR IMENT AND

CHR I STMAS JOY !

 

CLEANING THE CHURCH FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
ON TUESDAY 21, DECEMBER 2021

We would greatly appreciate you help to 
clean the Church and surrounds, read for 

Christmas!

So if you can sweep, clean glass, remove 
cobwebs or anything else to make our 
church “spic n span”, please join in.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

For catering purposes, those wishing to attend please 
register your name on the sheet in the foyer.

Your own transport is required.

ST PATRICK’S TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Put on by the Seniors Ministry
DECEMBER 25 FROM 12 NOON.

If you would like to attend the Christmas Lunch 
at St Patrick’s Hall on Christmas Day, please book by calling 
the Parish Office.  We are hoping numbers won’t be restricted, 
however to help catering, it is essential to book. If you won’t be 
attending but would like to assist with costs by making a small 
donation, please pop some money marked Christmas Lunch and 
place it in the receptacle available at any time.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL THIS WEEKEND.  
APPEAL ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 
TODAY AND NEXT AT ALL PEWS FOR 

YOU TO USE, IF YOU WISH.

Click the Image to donate on-line

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-kindness?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=Cj0KCQiAnaeNBhCUARIsABEee8U_8D4pvK4HWnUT9D4BowxlfusUUu3Vz7tRXPM5x5obuF-O9YQjxoUaAsJaEALw_wcB
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SALVATORIAN FORMATION DONATION CODE. 
If you would like to support future Salvatorian priests please go to the link. Just scan with your 
QR Code Reader on your phone.
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FHE9UKNMLYLQA

YOUTH LEADERS FOUNDATION DAY & 
WORKSHOP

OUR PRESENT 
AND FUTURE IS 
IN GOOD HANDS 
WITH THESE 
YOUNG LEADERS!
Yesterday in the 
Jordan Room our 
new Youth leaders 
held a formation 
and workshop day 
facilitated by Michael 
Tobin, the Youth 
Coordinator from 
St Peters School 
Tuggerah and Kelly 
Paget the Chancellor 
of the Dioceses of 
Broken Bay.

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
Each week we will be promoting one of our advertisers inside the bulletin.

This week we are promoting Boutique Real Estate, for their support of our 
church. Please consider Boutique Real Estate Central Coast to help you 
when you next buy or sell a property.

REAL ESTATE CENTRAL COAST
Has the keys to buying 

and selling with 
First class Services

C a l l  M a d e l i n e
0410 654 494

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FHE9UKNMLYLQA
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

CF. IS 30:19,30
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will 
come to save the nations, and the Lord will 
make the glory of his voice heard in the joy 
of your heart.

FIRST READING

BAR 5:1-9
A reading from the prophet Baruch

Jerusalem – God will show you 
splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow 
and distress, put on the beauty of the 
glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of 
the integrity of God around you, put the 
diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your 
head: since God means to show your 
splendour to every nation under heaven, 
since the name God gives you for ever will 
be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour 
through devotedness’.

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and 
turn your eyes to the east: see your sons 
reassembled from west and east at the 
command of the Holy One, jubilant that 
God has remembered them.

Though they left you on foot, with enemies 
for an escort, now God brings them back to 
you like royal princes carried back in glory.

For God has decreed the flattening of each 
high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the 
filling of the valleys to make the ground 
level so that Israel can walk in safety under 
the glory of God.

And the forests and every fragrant tree will 
provide shade for Israel at the command 
of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by 
the light of his glory with his mercy and 
integrity for escort.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
PS 125. R. V.3
(R.) The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from 
bondage, it seemed like a dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on 
our lips there were songs.
(R.) The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What 
marvels the Lord worked for them!’

What marvels the Lord worked for us!

Indeed we were glad.
(R.) The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as 
streams in dry land.

Those who are sowing in tears will sing 
when they reap.
(R.) The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
carrying seed for the sowing: they come 
back, they come back, full of song, carrying 
their sheaves.

(R.) The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.

SECOND READING
PHIL 1:3-6. 8-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Philippians

Show yourselves sinless and without 
blame in the day of Christ.

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with 
joy, remembering how you have helped to 
spread the Good News from the day you 
first heard it right up to the present. I am 
quite certain that the One who began this 
good work in you will see that it is finished 
when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God 
knows how much I miss you all, loving you 
as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that 
your love for each other may increase more 
and more and never stop improving your 
knowledge and deepening your perception 
so that you can always recognise what is 
best. This will help you to become pure and 
blameless, and prepare you for the Day 
of Christ, when you will reach the perfect 
goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us 
for the glory and praise of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
LK 3:4. 6
Alleluia, alleluia!

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
his paths: all people shall see the salvation 
of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
LK 3:1-6
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

All people shall see the salvation of 
God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s 
reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. 
He went through the whole Jordan district 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 
book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a 
way for the Lord, make his paths straight.

Every valley will be filled in, every mountain 
and hill be laid low, winding ways will 
be straightened and rough roads made 
smooth.

And all mankind shall see the salvation of 
God.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
BAR 5:5; 4:36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which comes to 
you from God.

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

BY DIANNE BERGANT CSA
Two movements appear in this dramatic 
depiction of reversal of fortune. The grieving 
city of Jerusalem is told to replace its mourning 
garb with garments that bespeak splendour 
and rejoicing. The city whose name means 
‘foundation of peace’, is given a new name: ‘the 
peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship’. 
Jerusalem is also told to stand on the heights and 
watch the resplendent return of its previously 
captured citizens. No reason is given for God’s 
remarkable magnanimity. It is simply extended 
to Jerusalem and to its children. It is God’s mercy 
that prompted the reversals, and the reversals 
witness this mercy to the rest of the world.

Believers trust that God will surely act on their 
behalf, because God has done so before. The great 
blessing of Israel’s past was the return from exile. 
The response of the returnees was amazement. 
The graciousness of God, seen in this deliverance, 
speaks volumes to the other nations. It throws 
into bold relief God’s saving power. This is a God 
who shows preference for those who are poor 
and marginalised in society, the homeless and 
the foreigner, the displaced and the refugee. The 
prayer for deliverance is straightforward: Restore 
us now as you restored us in the past. The people 
are confident that they will be heard.

Paul’s affection for the Philippians is evident. 
It is more than merely human sentiment, as 
noble as that might be. It is identified with the 
affection that Christ has toward them. It is really 
the love of Christ expressing itself through him. 
Paul acknowledges that the spread and fruition of 
the word is really God’s doing. Paul is merely the 
instrument that God has used to plant the seed. 
The eschatological character of this passage 
becomes clear when Paul identifies the time of full 
flowering as the day of Christ Jesus. Paul prays 
that their love for each will increase; and that 
they will be pure and blameless for the coming 
day of Christ.

The account of the ministry of John the Baptist is 
steeped in imagery that suggests new life. Some 
form of baptism was one of three requirements 
for becoming a Jew (along with circumcision and 
sacrifice). It was an ascetic act that at times 
signified turning away from evil, and at other 
times represented cleansing from sin, which 
was the divine answer to repentance. In either 
case, it carried an eschatological importance, 
marking the entrance into a new form of living. 
The baptism of John called for repentance 
(metánoia), a conversion or change of heart. 
This conversion was for the forgiveness of sin. 
Clearly the eschatological significance of John                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                   ’s 
baptism was salvation, not judgment. John is 
the herald of the coming of the Lord. Just as 
the exodus and return from exile involved a 
desert crossing, so the eschatological renewal 
proclaimed by John begins in the desert.
© Dianne Bergant CSA

THIS WEEK
Tue 07  St Ambrose, bishop, doctor.
Wed 08 The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of 

the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

NEXT WEEKS READINGS
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

1st:  Zeph 3:14 - 18 
2nd:  Phil 4:4 - 7
Gospel:  Lk 3: 10 - 18

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL 
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY: 
Ross Sayer, Fred Boland, Teresa Davar, Rod Pelling, Susan Milne, 
Bernadette Humphries, Maura Garvey, Allan Hoole, Maree Nolan, 
William Parkhouse, Anne Holohan, Brent Senger, Oliver Senger, 
Christopher Michael Graham, Angela Gibbs, Peter Allman, 
Peter Gloss, Pat Lowe, Maria Keisellis, Pam O’Malley-Jones, 
Megan McGowan, Judith Wennerbom, Marie O’Donovan, Frank 
McGuinness.

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Carmel Xerri, Elvis Gaulbert, Luigina Caccato, Jim Dibben, Louie 
Lombardo, Kathleen Jones.

ANNIVERSARIES:
Jose Bembo, Eris & Sheila Eaton, Fariba Ghazi, Mario Astolfi.

REMEMBRANCES: 
Middleton, Schmitz & Hetherington Families, John Lingbeck Fred 
Iani, Muir & Murtagh Families Tosca King & Ann Campbell, Ken & 
Iris Mckenzie, Phil Crawford, 

CONDOLENCES
Condolences to all those who have recently deceased loved ones.  May God 
hold those passed in the palm of his hand.

Date Mass Intention
Sat 04/12 9:00am Gosford & 

on line
Birthday Blessings ODETTE LILLIS

Sat 04/12 5:00pm Gosford HOLY SOULS

Sat 04/12 5:30pm Somersby PARISH INTENTIONS

Sun 05/12 7:30 am Gosford Recently Deceased LUIGINA CACCATO

Sun 05/12 9:30 am Gosford Birthday Blessings PETER JULIUS

Sun 05/12 6:00 pm Gosford + Anniversary JOSE BEMBO

Mon 06/12 9:00am Gosford & 
on line

+ Remembrances 
KEN & IRIS McKENZIE, 
PHIL CRAWFORD & EDNA JONES 

Tue 07/12 9:00am Gosford & 
on line

+ Birthday Remembrance
RIC McGUIRE 

Wed 08/12 11:30am Gosford + Remembrances FRED IANI, MUIR &
MURTAGH FAMILIES TOSCA KING & 
ANN CAMPBELL

Date Mass
Thu 09/12 9:00am Gosford & 

on line
+Remembrances MIDDLETON, 
SCHMITZ & HETHERINGTON FAMILIES 
JOHN LINGBECK & HOLY SOULS

Fri 10/12 12:00pm Gosford 
& on line

+ Remembrances VAL & ERIC NEILSON

Sat 11/12 9:00am Gosford & 
on line

Sat 11/12 5:00pm Gosford

Sat 11/12 5:30am Somersby

Sun 12/12 7:30 am Gosford PARISH INTENTIONS

Sun 12/12 9:30 am Gosford

Sun 12/12 6:00 pm Gosford

MASS INTENTIONS

Y O U R  R O S T E R  –  D E C E M B E R  1 2 ,  3 R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T

MASS VIGIL 5:00 7:30am 9:30am 6:00pm Somersby - 5:30

DATE 11.12.21 12.12.21 12.12.21 12.12.21 Function 11.12.21
Audio/Visual Michael Lynch Ron Begg Greg McBride Cheryl Walsh Audio/Visual Michael Xuereb

Acolytes Anna Jung Sheila Evans Peter McLean Peter Axon Altar Society Nai Herford
Alberto Torres Alan Pont Huy Tran Quang Huy Tran Quang

Commentator Hilary Pope Eunice Dal Busco Liz Malik Youth Commentator Michael Monaghan

Lectors Bridget Sharp Regina Fong Carol Bailey Youth Lectors Judy Grenfell

Jan Blanch Chris Golden Frances Mathey Kevin O'Donnell Marissa Xuereb

Extraordinary Patricia Anderson Margaret Eadie Liz Malik Elvira Bennett Michael Monaghan

Ministers of

The Eucharist

Cleaning

Altar Lorenzo Arango Rowan Talbot Cameron Moss Alex Golden Dylan Xuereb

Servers Lily Talbot Cara Eades Gabby Golden

Felicity Gottardo Natasha Golden

Lincoln Gottardo Flowers Nai Herford

Dennie Paget

COUNTERS 
13/12
Gary Smith 
Trudi Hiep 
Neryl Terrell
20/12
Eunice Dal Busco
Margaret Hunter
Victoria Milanovic

ALTAR 
LINEN
P/up  Dec 13 

Ret’n by Dec 17

ALTAR 
SOCIETY
Sat, Dec 11
Fran Thompson
Audrey Morris
Thea Dowsett
Barbara Mills

CHILDRENS 
LITURGY
Postponed until 
after School 
Resumes

PARISH BUS

Postponed until 
after December 
15

FRIDAY 
HOSPITAL 
VISITATION
10/12
Coleen Martin
Denise Nicholson
Sandrea Petith
Gary Wills

SUNDAY 
HOSPITAL 
VISITATION
Still waiting for 
Roster to be finalised

We could do with more 
volunteers!

Live in the Love 
of the Lord

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
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Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

BRICK & BLOCK  
LAYER 

MARK BENNETT
30 Years’ Experience  
Residential Specialist 

Give me a call 
on 0410 057 197 

to discuss your job!

BRYAN J REID FUNERAL               
SERVICES 

100% Australian Owned & Family Operated 
Freecall 1800 032 225  
Head office: 4341 5000
Serving all the Central Coast, 
Sydney and Newcastle ares.

Sponsoring St Patrick’s 
Planned Giving Envelope 

Programme 

Photom
Capturing the light

Photom 
Event Photography

• Church
• Corporate 
• Family Parties
• Conferences

5 Halling Close 
Kariong, NSW 2250
Ph: 0411 962 122
tomcroll@photom.com.au

Free quotes with no obligation.

For Bookings, 
contact 
Tom Croll

REAL ESTATE CENTRAL COAST
Has the keys to buying 

and selling with 
First class Services

C a l l  M a d e l i n e
0410 654 494

We are a migration agency based on the Central Coast

We help with:

• Partner Visas;
• Parent Visas;
• Employer Sponsorship visas – Temporary 

and Permanent;
• Distinguished Talent;
• General Skilled Migration; and
• Regional Visas.

Contact us for a free 15-minute phone consult!

☎  (02) 9067 0430

  0472 673 842

✉  amber@unitemigration.com.au

  www.unitemigration.com.au

RELAX
WE SERVE THE “NERVOUS”

ERINA FAMILY DENTAL
Ph: 4367 5066 

72 KARALTA RD ERINA 
[Before the turn off to Erina Fair] 

Parking available on site.

Carpet
Floating Floors
Hybrid Flooring

Vinyl
Rugs

Marine/Outdoor 
Flooring

Home visits available

Flooring 4Flooring 4 UU

Come walk the red carpet… 
At Flooring 4U, everyone is a VIP!

Quality Work Guaranteed.

Shop 1, 78 York St, 
East Gosford

Phone: 0416 336 318

NEED A PAINTER? 
Call Joe Fatone 
0405 020 988 

Contempo Painting Services 
Specialising in Residential   

Interior and Exterior  
Colour matching and advising  

High pressure cleaning  
No job too big or small.  

All work guaranteed

https://bbcatholic.org.au/gosford
https://www.facebook.com/TomCrollPhotography/

